


K-A-B SPEEDSTROBE™ DIGITAL
TURNTABLE SPEED READOUT
[ don't know how you analog types feel

about it, but checking the speed on my

turntable is a gigantic pain in the ass. |
still use my old Ariston strobe disc that
came along with the RD90 Superieur 1
used to run with a Zeta arm. Even Dr.
Forsell uses exactly the same disc, but 1
noted with some amusement that he
blacked out the now-defunct Scottish

firm’s name on it.
Of course, the disc is only half of it—

you still need a proper light source. And

therein lies a saga unto itself. I went

through two or three fairly expensive
[expletive deleted] light-bulb-sized fluo-

rescents —the coiled-tube types—but
none of them worked! T just couldn’t

figure it out. When I explained my frus-
tration to a smiling clerk at Just Bulbs,

he told me that what I needed was a
mechanical ballast model — electronic
ballast doesn’t cut the analog mustard,
for some reason. Another thirty-five
bucks! I finally wound up with a Pana-
sonic BFT15LE-T-C 15W 120V 60Hz
Warm Color Light Capsule that
worked. It was big and heavy, and re-
quired a lampholder fitting with an elec-

tric cord to operate.
Almost as soon as I screwed it into

the lampholder, the Push/Push actua-

tor on the cheap fitting started to act u

— it became difficult to turn on and otjtz.
And each time I managed to get it on or
off, it thumped the system in an alarm-
ing way. I finally resorted to screwing
the “light capsule” in and out to actuate
it, thus bypassing the switch. And as |

held it over the spinning platter, I
always had to be carcful that the clec-

trical cord didn’t foul the dental-floss
belt of the Forselll Gimme a break

awreddy!

And then...how do you spell analog
relief? K-A-B SpeedStrobe! Yesssss!

Manual: “The K-A-B SpeedStrobe™
makes checking and setting turntable
speed easy. Features a large 10" digital
readout disc and quartz-locked strobe
ight. In use, the turntable speed is read
firectly from the disc, glowing bright
red against a black background. Battery-
sperated, the SpeedStrobe™ works any-
where in the world! Verifies speed accu-

racy to 0.03% or better. 1 year warran-

ty.” Hoo-hah! I love it!

The precision 10" disc shows all stan-
dard speeds as well as incremental steps
between 70 and 90rpm for vintage col-
lectors. When the speed readout 1s sta-
tionary, the turntable 1s 100% accurate.
“Basic accuracy can be checked by tim-
ing the drift movement over 1 minute.
Broadcast accuracy is 0.3% and is met if

less than 10 numbers pass the illuminat-
ed spot in 60 seconds. Less than 3 num-
bers is 01% and less than 1 number is

0.03%.”

Is just fantastic. You bring your
'table up to speed with the disc on the
platter, and aim the small control unit at
the disc. When you press the button,
the red-lit speed numbers jump out at
you in a supecr-casy-to-read fashion. It

looks cool, and it’s a snap to perfectly set

the speed.
K-A-B caters to the record collector

and offers a (free) catalog filled with

analog goodies. Give ’em a call and
order yours today. “A great gift for your

1alog crazy!” says Kathleen.



K-A-B ELECTRO-ACOUSTICS
SPEEDSTROBE

Editor:

First, a big thank you to Hi-Fi News &
Record Review for publishing our press
release on the K-A-B SpeedStrobe.™

Second, a big thank you to Jonathan
Scull for reac%ing about the K-A-B
SpeedStrobe in HEN/RR. “Why not
Stereophile?” he asked. “That’s what I'd
like to know,” 1 said, “since I'm certain |
sent one along with the requisite 8x10.”
Question: Just who is the “New Products
Editor” for Stereophile? [We don’t have one,
but all press releases end up on Wes Phillips’s
desk. —Ed.|

Since the review reflects the fun and
satisfaction everyone experiences when
they use the K-A-B SpeedStrobe, I
thought I'd use this opportunity to share
the interesting way in which this product
was developed.

In November '93, I was approached by
a customer as dismayed as glonathan was
by the lack of a good light source for
strobing. This customer is technically
adept in electronics, so I encouraged him
to develop the idea. The first solution
was a high-brightness LED triggered by
the AC line current. I bounced this idea
off my professional customers. They like
the bright pin-spot light, they don’t like
the power corcﬁ They want portability
and convenience.

Okay. Well, a battery-operated strobe
is a good idea because it could be very
accurate via quartz crystal, would work
anywhere, and something else —all
strobe discs to date are based on 120Hz
illumination. With a quartz reference, we
could use 60Hz and reduce the number
of marks on the disc by half, thus making
the disc very easy to read. In fact, with
the additional space we could replace
those hypnotic ﬁars with actual speed
numbers. Now that would truly be

something special.

Okay. Now let’s find a graphic artist
skilled in the computer art to CE) it. Luck
prevails and the product is complete one
year later — October ’94. Incidentally,

the K-A-B SpeedStrobe disc i1s pro-

fessionally silk-screen - printed on pre-
cision die-cut plasticc. My customer is
now a technical associate of K-A-B
Electro-Acoustics. Thanks, Craig, very
nice work indeed!

Coming in ’96, a super class-A
amplifier and fascinating phono preamp.

K-A-B Electro-Acoustics serves the
music collector and sound enthusiast

with products that Preserve, Enhance,
and Restore.

Thank you very much!

KeviN A. BARRETT
President, K-A-B Electro-Acoustics

















